
Sec. 50-7- Outdoor burning 

No outside burning of rubbish/yard waste (as defined in 50-27) is allowed at any time within 

the city limits.  

 

(1) Restrictions on outdoor burning do not apply to the following: 

 

(a) Grilling or cooking using charcoal, clean wood, propane or natural gas. 

(b) Burning Clean Wood after obtaining  a Residential Burn Permit. This burning must 

comply with the following provisions: 

1. The Residential Burn Permit  allows burning Clean Wood, as defined in Sec 50-

27 only. 

2. Residential Burn Permits will only be issued from October 1st through March 30th.  

3. Residential Burn Permits can only be utilized from 9am until one hour before the 

official time of sunset. 

4. Residential Burn Permits will not be permitted for: the burning of leaves, clean 

wood bigger than 6” in diameter, plastic, rubber, rubbish or trash. 

5. Residential Burn Permits can be obtained through the Fire Department on forms 

or through electronic media as determined by and provided by the city and must 

be obtained in advance.  

6.  An applicant who is denied a Residential Burn Permit may appeal that decision to 

the license and variance board within 30 days of the date of the denial. 

7.  Any denial of a Residential Burn Permit shall be in writing on forms or through 

electronic media as determined by and provided by the City. 

(c) Burning of a recreational fire as defined in 50-27.  However Recreational Fires within 

any property used for anything other than a residence for one or two families shall require 

a special use permit from the Fire Marshall’s Office under the following provisions:  

1. All special use permit applications must be filed with the fire marshal on forms 

provided by the city a minimum 14 days prior to the date of the proposed 

Recreational Fire.  

2. The applicant, as a condition precedent to the issuance of the permit, shall pay 

for the permit at the price fixed by the mayor and council.  

3. The fire marshal shall make an inspection of the proposed ignition site and 

assess any potential hazardous conditions. If the fire marshal determines that there 

are potential hazards at the proposed ignition site the application shall be denied. 

The fire marshal, within ten business days, shall issue a written decision.  



4. This decision may be appealed to the license and variance board within 30 days 

of the date of issuance.  

5. A permit under this chapter shall be valid for only the dates, times, and 

locations approved.  

(c) (d) Burning in a chimenea, outdoor fireplace, fire bowl or similar device.  

(d) (e)   Fire Department practice burns following state and local codes.  

 

(2) Safeguards/Limitations for outdoor burning include the following: 

(a) Burning of petroleum-based products, such as tires, plastics, and roof shingles, which 

produce black smoke, is prohibited. 

(b) Burning of any material in a barrel is prohibited 

(c) Recreational fires shall not be located within 25 feet of any structure or other 

combustible material. Conditions which could cause a fire to spread within 25 feet of a 

structure shall be eliminated prior to ignition. 

(d) Recreational fires referenced in this ordinance must be constantly attended by an adult 

who must be outdoors within 100 feet of the fire and watching the fire at all times. A 

charged water hose that can reach the fire or minimum 4A fire extinguisher must be on 

hand and ready for use if needed for fire control/extinguishment. The nozzle of the 

charged water hose or fire extinguisher must be kept within 25 feet of the fire. 

(e) Upon event completion, all fires must be extinguished to where no smoldering or hot 

coals remain.  

 

(3) The Fire Chief or designee shall be authorized to ban outdoor burning when: 

(a) Atmospheric or local conditions make outdoor burning hazardous.  

(b) It adversely interferes with the enjoyment of life or use of property. 

(c) A resident is adversely affected by the smoke due to a medical condition. 


