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Description of the Enterprise Zone Program 
 
In, 1997, the Georgia General Assembly enacted the Enterprise Zone Act known as 
O.C.G.A. 36-88-1. The purpose of the program is the incentivize development and 
redevelopment in areas that are suffering from disinvestment, underdevelopment, and 
economic decline. O.C.G.A. 36-88-1 provided counties and municipalities the ability to 
create Enterprise Zones as defined geographic areas that meet specific criteria and are 
therefore qualified to provide the incentives to private business with the purpose of 
creating jobs and investing in our communities. Cobb County and the City of Smyrna 
have codified the Enterprise Zone program through their Code of Ordinances (2-176 and 
Chapter 79, Article IV respectively) in a manner that is in compliance with the state 
authorizing legislation. 
 
The term Enterprise Zone is defined in the Cobb County Code as, “one or more 
geographic areas so designated by the board of commissioners wherein local ad 
valorem taxes, occupational taxes, license fees, and other local fees and taxes, except 
local sales and use taxes or any combination thereof, may be exempted or reduced from 
applying qualified business and service enterprises.”  
 
The term Enterprise Zone is defined in the City of Smyrna Code as, “One or more 
geographic areas so designated by the City Council wherein local ad valorem taxes, 
occupational taxes, license fees, and other local fees and taxes, except local sales and 
use taxes or any combination thereof, may be exempted or reduced from applying 
qualified business and service enterprises.”  
 
The overall purpose of the program is to encourage and incentivize private businesses to 
reinvest, renovate, restore, improve, and rehabilitate areas for new housing 
construction, economic vitality, the profitability of business and commerce, and to 
increase employment opportunities for areas that are in a state of decline. This public 
investment will have the beneficial impact of increasing employment opportunities and 
social outcomes for the citizens of Smyrna, Cobb County and the State of Georgia. 
 
 
Benefits and Incentives of the Enterprise Zone Program 
 
The Enterprise Zone program provides a number of benefits and incentives to induce 
development and job creation in the areas of the community with the highest need. In 
order for a private company to access these incentives, they must be termed as a 
“qualifying business or service enterprise.”  A qualifying business enterprise is defined in 
the Cobb County Code section 2-176 and the City of Smyrna Code section 79-34 as, 
“...any business engaged primarily in retail, manufacturing, warehousing and 
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distribution, processing, telecommunications, tourism, research and development 
industries, new residential construction, and residential rehabilitation”.  A qualifying 
service enterprise is defined in the Cobb County Code section 2-176 and the City of 
Smyrna Code section 79-34 as, “...an entity engaged primarily in finance, insurance, and 
real estate activity or activities listed as provided in the Act.” 
 
A qualified business or service enterprise would need to increase employment by five or 
more new full-time job equivalents in a designated enterprise zone and which provides 
additional economic stimulus in said enterprise zone. This includes new businesses, 
expansions of existing businesses, or a successor of a business enterprise. It is 
encouraged in the state act and local code that at least ten percent (10%) of said new 
employees be low-to-moderate income individuals. 
 
The following are the incentives offered to qualified business or service enterprises that 
are able to benefit from this program: 
 

• Exemption or reduction of state ad valorem taxes; 
• Exemption or reduction of county ad valorem taxes (except school ad valorem 

taxes); 
• Exemption or reduction of municipal ad valorem taxes (except school ad valorem 

taxes); 
• Exemption or reduction of occupation taxes; 
• Exemption or reduction of license fees; 
• Exemption or reduction of other local fees and taxes (except sales and use 

taxes); or 
• Any combination thereof. 

 
The following is the maximum schedule for ad valorem tax exemptions allowed as part 
of the Enterprise Zone program: 
 

• Year 0 though 5 – 100% exemption 
• Year 6 through 7 – 80% exemption 
• Year 8 – 60% exemption 
• Year 9 – 40% exemption 
• Year 10 – 20% exemption 

 
Finally, new residential construction, residential rehabilitation, and other types of 
revitalization of an existing structure are able to use the aforementioned exemption 
schedule. This incentive is reserved for new construction/rehabilitation of structures 
that exceed the value of the land by a ratio of five to one (5:1) regardless if the project is 
carried out by a qualified business or service enterprise. 
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Factors for Creating an Enterprise Zone 
 
O.C.G.A. 36-88-6, Cobb County Code section 2-176 (3) and City of Smyrna Code section 
79-37 establish the specific criteria that must be analyzed and demonstrated in order for 
an Enterprise Zone to be created. There are a total of five criteria as established by state 
act and local ordinance. The local authority must demonstrate that it satisfies three out 
of the five criteria for the proposed area to be considered for an Enterprise Zone 
designation. The five criteria are as follows:   
 

• Pervasive Poverty – parcels within the nominated area being within or adjacent 
to a census block group with a fifteen percent (15%) rate; 

• Unemployment – the unemployment rate for the nominated area have a higher 
unemployment rate compared to the state average by ten percent (10%); 

• General Distress – the nominated area showing signs of adverse conditions such 
as high incidence of crime, abandoned or dilapidated structures, deteriorated 
infrastructure, and/or population decline; 

• Underdevelopment – the nominated area having a lack of development activity 
through land disturbance permits, business license fees, building permits, 
development fees, and/or other similar data; and 

• General Blight – the nominated area be within an urban redevelopment plan as 
defined in O.C.G.A 36-61-2. 

 
 
Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone Boundary  
 
Cobb County and the City of Smyrna are jointly proposing the creation of a new 
Enterprise Zone in an area encompassing both incorporated and unincorporated areas.  
The proposed Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone includes Dobbins Air Reserve Base and 
spans from the Atlanta Road corridor south to the City of Smyrna and west along Windy 
Hill Road to Powder Springs Road. The specific boundaries of the Smyrna-Osborne 
Enterprise Zone are indicated in Exhibit 1 and Exhibit 2. Exhibit 1 is a graphic 
representation of the exterior boundaries of the nominated area while Exhibit 2 is the 
specific boundary description for the nominated area. These boundaries establish the 
specific location of where qualifying business or service enterprises can be approved for 
the benefits and incentives listed above. 
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Exhibit 1 
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Exhibit 2 
 

Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone Boundary Description 
 

All references to the City of Marietta city limits in this boundary description are as of 
6/2/2014. 
 
All references to parcel identification numbers are as of 6/2/2014. 
 
All references to right-of-way are as of 6/2/2014. 
 
Starting at the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17043500010, head west along the northern boundary of properties known as 
parcel identification numbers 17043500010 and 17043000020 and the boundary of the 
City of Marietta city limits; 
 
At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17043000020, head south along the western boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17043000020 and the boundary of the City of Marietta city limits; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17043000020 meets the northern boundary of the South Cobb Drive right-of-way, head 
west along the northern boundary of the South Cobb Drive right-of-way; 
 
Where the northern boundary of the South Cobb Drive right-of-way meets the 
northeastern corner of the Atlanta Road right-of-way, head north along the eastern 
boundary of the Atlanta Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the Atlanta Road right-of-way meets the boundary of 
the City of Marietta city limits, head west along the boundary of the City of Marietta city 
limits; 
 
Continue along the boundary of the City of Marietta city limits and the northern 
boundary of the Pearl Street right-of-way; 
 
Where the City of Marietta city limits meets the northern boundary of the Hill Street 
right-of-way and the southeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17028600050, head north along the eastern boundary of property known as 
parcel identification number 17028600050; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17028600050, head west along the northern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17028600050; 
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At the northwestern boundary of property known as property known as parcel 
identification number 17028600050, head south along the western boundary of 
property known as parcel identification number 17028600050; 
 
Where property known as parcel identification number 17028600050 meets the 
northeastern border of property known as parcel identification number 17028600060, 
head west along the northern border of property known as parcel identification number 
17028600060; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17028600060 meets the eastern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17028600070, head north along the eastern boundary of property known as 
parcel identification number 17028600070 and the boundary of the City of Marietta city 
limits; 
 
At the northern point of the boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17028600070, head south along the western boundary of property known as 
parcel identification number 17028600070; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17028600070 meets the northern boundary of the Hill Street right-of-way, head west 
along the northern boundary of the Hill Street right-of-way; 
 
Where the northern boundary of the Hill Street right-of-way meets the southeastern 
boundary of property known as parcel identification number 17028600600, head north 
along the eastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17028600600; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17028600600, head west along the northern boundaries of 20 parcels from property 
known as parcel identification number 17028600600 to property known as parcel 
identification number 17021900200 and the boundary of the City of Marietta city limits; 
 
At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021900200, head south along the western boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021900200 and the boundary of the City of Marietta city limits; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021900200 meets the northern boundary of the Hill Street right-of-way, head west 
along the northern boundary of the Hill Street right-of-way; 
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Where the northern boundary of the Hill Street right-of-way meets the northern 
boundary of the Garrison Road right-of-way, cross from the northern boundary of the 
Garrison Road right-of-way to the southern boundary of the Garrison Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the southern boundary of the Garrison Road right-of-way meets the 
northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021900520, head south along the western boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021900520; 
 
Continue along the western boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17021900540 and the boundary of the City of Marietta city limits; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021900540 meets the northern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17021900550, head west along the northern boundary of property known as 
parcel identification number 17021900550; 
 
At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021900550, head south along the western boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 17021900550, 17021900560, 17021900570 and 17021900580; 
 
Where the western boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021900580 meets the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021400320, head west along the northern boundary of 
property known as parcel identification number 17021400320 and the boundary of the 
City of Marietta city limits; 
 
At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021400320, head south and southwest along the western and northern boundaries of 
properties known as parcel identification numbers 17021400320, 17021400350, 
17021400360 and 17021400300; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021400300 meets the eastern boundary of the Davis Circle right-of-way, cross from 
the eastern boundary of Davis Circle right-of-way to the western boundary of the Davis 
Circle right-of-way; 
 
Head south along the western boundary of the Davis Circle right-of-way; 
 
Where the western boundary of the Davis Circle right-of-way meets the northeastern 
boundary of property known as parcel identification number 17021400250, head west 
along the northern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021400250; 
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At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021400250, head south along the western boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021400250; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021400250 meets the northern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17021400260, head west along the northern boundary of property known as 
parcel identification number 17021400260; 
 
At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021400260, head south along the western boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021400260; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021400260 meets the northern boundary of the Davis Circle right-of-way, head west 
along the northern boundary of the Davis Circle right-of-way and the boundary of the 
City of Marietta city limits; 
 
Where the Davis Circle right-of-way meets the northwestern boundary of property 
known as parcel identification number 17021300040, cross from the northern boundary 
of the Davis Circle right-of-way to the southern boundary of the Davis Circle right-of-
way; 
 
At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021300040, head south along the western boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021300040; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021300040 meets the northern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17021300090, head west along the northern boundary of property known as 
parcel identification number 17021300090; 
 
At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021300090, head south along the western boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 17021300090, 17021300100 and 17021300160; 
 
Where property known as parcel identification number 17021300160 crosses Sandtown 
Road, cross from the eastern boundary of the Sandtown Road right-of-way to the 
western boundary of the Sandtown Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the western boundary of the Sandtown Road right-of-way meets the 
northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
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17021300160, head west along the northern property line of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021300160; 
 
Where the northern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021300160 turns south, head south along the western boundary of property known 
as parcel identification number 17021300160; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021300160 meets the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17014900010, head west along the northern boundary of 
property known as parcel identification number 17014900010; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17014900010 turns south, head south along the western boundary of property known 
as parcel identification number 17014900010; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17014900010 meets the northern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17015000300, head west along the northern boundaries of properties known as 
parcel identification numbers 17015000300, 17015001230, 17015001220, 17015001210 
and 17015001200; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17015001200 meets the eastern boundary of the Booth Road right-of-way, head south 
along the eastern boundary of the Booth Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the Booth Road right-of-way meets the southwestern 
boundary of property known as parcel identification number 17015001240, head east 
along the southern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17015001240; 
 
Where the southern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17015001240 meets the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17015000570, head south along the western boundary of 
property known as parcel identification number 17015000570; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17015000570 meets the northern boundary of the Juliet Lane right-of-way, head west 
along the northern boundary of the Juliet Lane right-of-way; 
 
Where the northern boundary of the Juliet Lane right-of-way meets the eastern 
boundary of the Booth Road right-of-way, head south along the eastern boundary of the 
Booth Road right-of-way; 
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Where the eastern boundary of the Booth Road right-of-way meets the southern 
boundary of the Booth Road right-of-way, head east along the southern boundary of the 
Booth Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the northern boundary of the Booth Road right-of-way meets the southeastern 
boundary of property known as parcel identification number 17015001480, cross from 
the southern boundary of the Booth Road right-of-way to the northern boundary of the 
Booth Road right-of-way; 
 
At the southeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17015001480, head north along the eastern boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 17015001480, 17015001320, 17015001330, 17015001340, 
17015001350 and 17015001360; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17015001360 meets the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021100260, head east along the southern boundary of 
property known as parcel identification number 17021100260; 
 
At the southeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021100260, head north along the eastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021100260 and the boundary of the City of Marietta city limits; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021100260, head west along the northern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021100260; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021100260 meets the eastern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17015000310, head north along the eastern boundaries of properties known as 
parcel identification numbers 17015000310 and 17015000300; 
 
Continue north along the eastern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17014900010; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17014900010 meets the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021200060, head east along the southern boundary of 
property known as parcel identification number 17021200060; 
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At the southeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021200060, head north along the eastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021200060; 
 
Continue north along the eastern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17021300160; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021300160 turns east, head east along the southern boundary of property known as 
parcel identification number 17021300160; 
 
Where the most northern southeastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021300160 meets the western boundary of the Sandtown Road 
right-of-way, head south along the western boundary of the Sandtown Road right-of-
way; 
 
Where the western boundary of the Sandtown Road right-of-way meets the 
northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021100400, head west along the northern boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 17021100400, 17021100350 and 17021100340; 
 
At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021100340, head south along the western boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021100340; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021100340 meets the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021100320, head west along the northern boundary of 
property known as parcel identification number 17021100320; 
 
When the northern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021100320 turns north, head north along the eastern boundary of property known as 
parcel identification number 17021100320; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021100320, head west along the northern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021100320; 
 
Continue west along the northern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17021100280; 
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At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021100280, head south along the western boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17021100280; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021100280 meets the northern boundary of the Booth Road right-of-way, cross  from 
the northern boundary of the Booth Road right-of-way to the southern boundary of the 
Booth Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the southern boundary of the Booth Road right-of-way meets the northwestern 
boundary of property known as parcel identification number 17021000060, head south 
along the western boundaries of properties known as parcel identification numbers 
17021000060 and 17021000200; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17021000200 meets the northern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17021000090, head southwest along the northern boundary of property known 
as parcel identification number 17021000090; 
 
Continue south along the western boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 17021000090, 17021000110, 17020900070, and 17020900060; 
 
At the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17020900060, head east along the southern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17020900060; 
 
Where the southern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17020900060 meets the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17020900050, head south along the western boundaries of 
properties known as parcel identification numbers 17020900050 and 17020900040; 
 
At the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17020900040, head east along the southern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17020900040; 
 
Where the southeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17020900040 meets the western boundary of the Sandtown Road right-of-way, head 
south along the western boundary of the Sandtown Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the western boundary of the Sandtown Road right-of-way meets the 
northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17020900020, head west along the northern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17020900020; 
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At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17020900020, head south along the western boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17020900020; 
 
Where the western boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17020900020 meets the northern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17020900120, head west along the northern boundary of property known as 
parcel identification number 17020900120; 
 
At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17020900120, head southeast along the western and southern boundaries of property 
known as parcel identification number 17020900120; 
 
Where the southeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17020900120 meets the western boundary of the Sandtown Road right-of-way, head 
south along the western boundary of the Sandtown Road right-of-way and the boundary 
of the City of Marietta city limits; 
 
Where the western boundary of the Sandtown Road right-of-way meets the 
northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17020800240, head west along the northern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17020800240; 
 
Continue west along the northern boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 17020800240, 17020800380, 17020800800 and 17020800510; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17020800510 meets the eastern boundary of the Roberta Drive right-of-way, head 
south along the eastern boundary of the Roberta Drive right-of-way; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the Roberta Drive right-of-way meets the northwestern 
boundary of the Austell Road right-of-way, head south along the northwestern 
boundary of the Austell Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of the Austell Road right-of-way meets the 
northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17020700910, head northwest along the eastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17020700910; 
 
Where the most northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17020700910 meets the southern boundary of property known as parcel 
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identification number 17020701060, head east along the southern boundary of 
property known as parcel identification number 17020701060; 
 
At the southeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17020701060, head north along the eastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17020701060 and the boundary of the City of Marietta city limits; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17020701060, head west along the northern boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 17020701060, 17020700010, 17015400010 and 17015400020; 
 
Where the northern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17015400020 meets the eastern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17015401170, head north along the eastern boundary of property known as 
parcel identification number 17015401170; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17015401170, head west along the northern boundaries of 15 parcels from property 
known as parcel identification number 17015401170 to property known as parcel 
identification number 17015400170; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17015400170 meets the eastern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17013501270, head north along the eastern boundary of property known as 
parcel identification number 17013501270; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17013501270, head west along the northern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17013501270; 
 
At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17013501270, head south along the western boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17013501270 and the western boundary of the Hampshire Road 
right-of-way; 
 
Where the western boundary of the Hampshire Road right-of-way meets the 
northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17013500010, head west along the northern boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 17013500010 and 17008200030; 
 
At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17008200030, head south along the western boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17008200030 and the boundary of the City of Marietta city limits; 
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Where the western boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17008200030 turns west and then north, head west and north along the northern and 
eastern boundaries of property known as parcel identification number 17008200030; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17008200030, head west along the northern boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 17008200030 and 17008200170; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17008200170 meets the eastern boundary of the Maryland Avenue right-of-way, cross 
from the eastern boundary of the Maryland Avenue to the western boundary of the 
Maryland Avenue right-of-way; 
 
Where the western boundary of the Maryland Avenue right-of-way meets the southern 
boundary of the Connecticut Road right-of-way, cross from the southern boundary of 
the Connecticut Road right-of-way to the northern boundary of the Connecticut Road 
right-of-way; 
 
Where the northern boundary of the Connecticut Road right-of-way meets the 
southeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17008200080, head north along the eastern boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 17008200080 and 17008200060; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17008200060, head west along the northern boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 17008200060, 17008200050 and 17006300190; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17006300190 meets the southeastern boundary of the Carolina Road right-of-way, head 
north along the eastern boundary of Massachusetts Avenue right-of-way; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the Massachusetts Avenue right-of-way meets the 
southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17008100020, head east along the southern boundary of the property known as parcel 
identification number 17008100020; 
 
At the southeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17008100020, head north along the eastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17008100020; 
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At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17008100020, head west along the northern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17008100020; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17008100020 meets the southeastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17006400010, head north along the eastern boundary of property 
known as parcel identification number 17006400010; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17006400010, head west along the northern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17006400010; 
 
Continue west along the northern boundaries of 14 parcels from property known as 
parcel identification number 17006400010 to property known as parcel identification 
number 17006400480; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17006400480 meets the southeastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17000800180, head north along the eastern boundary of property 
known as parcel identification number 17000800180; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17000800180, head west along the northern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17000800180; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17000800180 meets the eastern boundary of the Cunningham Road right-of-way, head 
south along the eastern boundary of the Cunningham Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the western boundary of the Cunningham Road right-of-way meets the 
northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17000900140, cross from the eastern boundary of the Cunningham Road right-of-way to 
the western boundary of the Cunningham Road right-of-way; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17000900140, head west along the northern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17000900140; 
 
At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17000900140, head south along the western boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17000900140; 
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At the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17000900140, head east along the southern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17000900140; 
 
Where the southeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17000900140 meets the western boundary of the Cunningham Road right-of-way, cross 
from the western boundary of the Cunningham Road right-of-way to the eastern 
boundary of the Cunningham Road right-of-way; 
 
Continue south along the eastern boundary of the Cunningham Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the Cunningham Road right-of-way meets the 
southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17000900190, head east along the southern boundaries of 13 parcels from property 
known as parcel identification number 17000900190 to property known as parcel 
identification number 17006400430; 
 
Where the southern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17006400430 meets a lower northern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17006400010, head south along the western boundaries of 7 
parcels from property known as parcel identification number 17006400010 to property 
known as parcel identification number 17006300090; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17006300090 meets the northern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17006300070, head west along the northern boundaries of 6 parcels from 
property known as parcel identification number 17006300070 to property known as 
parcel identification number 17006300020 and along the boundary of the City of 
Marietta city limits; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17006300020 meets the eastern boundary of the Cunningham Road right-of-way, cross 
from the eastern boundary of the Cunningham Road right-of-way to the western 
boundary of the Cunningham Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the western boundary of the Cunningham Road right-of-way and the boundary 
of the City of Marietta city limits meet the eastern boundary of property known as 
parcel identification number 17001000520, head north along the eastern boundary of 
property known as parcel identification numbers 17001000520; 
 
Where the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17001000520 meets the Pastel Drive right-of-way, cross from the southern boundary of 
the Pastel Drive right-of-way to the northern boundary of the Pastel Drive right-of-way; 
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Where the northern boundary of the Pastel Road right-of-way meets the southeastern 
boundary of property known as parcel identification number 17000900130, head north 
along the eastern boundaries of properties known as parcel identification numbers 
17000900130, 17000900070, 17000900150 and 17000900060; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17000900060, head west along the northern boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 17000900060 and 17000900170; 
 
At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17000900170, head south along the western boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17000900170; 
 
Where the western boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17000900170 meets the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17000900350, head west along the northern boundary of 
property known as parcel identification number 17000900350; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17000900350 meets the eastern boundary of the Pastel Drive right-of-way, cross from 
the eastern boundary of the Pastel Drive right-of-way to the western boundary of the 
Pastel Drive right-of-way; 
 
Where the western boundary of the Pastel Drive right-of-way meets the northeastern 
boundary of property known as parcel identification number 17000900340, head west 
along the northern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17000900340; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17000900340 meets the eastern boundary of 19033300040, head north along the 
eastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 19033300040; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
19033300040, head west along the northern boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 19033300040 and 19033300030; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
19033300030 meets the eastern boundary of the County Services Parkway right-of-way, 
head north along the eastern boundary of the County Services Parkway right-of-way; 
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Where the eastern boundary of the County Services Parkway right-of-way meets the 
southern boundary of the Powder Springs Road right-of-way, head south along the 
southern boundary of the Powder Springs Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the Powder Springs Road right-of-way meets the 
northern boundary of the Pair Road right-of-way, head east along the northern 
boundary of the Pair Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the northern boundary of the Pair Road right-of-way ends at the northern 
boundary of property known as parcel identification number 19071000010, head east 
along the northern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
19071000010; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
19071000010, head south along the eastern boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 19071000010 and 19071000350; 
 
At the southeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
19071000350, head west along the southern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 19071000350; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
19071000350 meets the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 19077000010, head west along the northern boundary of 
property known as parcel identification number 19077000010; 
 
At the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
19077000010, head south along the western boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 19077000010; 
 
Where the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
1907000010 meets the northern boundary of the Hurt Road right-of-way, head east 
along the northern boundary of the Hurt Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the northern boundary of the Hurt Road right-of-way meets the western 
boundary of the Austell Road right-of-way, cross from the western boundary of the 
Austell Road right-of-way to the eastern boundary of the Austell Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the Austell Road right-of-way meets the northern 
boundary of the Hurt Road right-of-way, continue east along the northern boundary of 
the Hurt Road right-of-way; 
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Where the northern boundary of the Hurt Road right-of-way meets the western 
boundary of the Floyd Road right-of-way, head north along the western boundary of the 
Floyd Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the western boundary of the Floyd Road right-of-way meets the eastern 
boundary of the Austell Road right-of-way, head north along the eastern boundary of 
the Austell Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the Austell Road right-of-way meets the southern 
boundary of the Milford Church Road right-of-way, head east along the southern 
boundary of the Milford Church Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the southern boundary of the Milford Church Road right-of-way meets the 
western boundary of the Hicks Road right-of-way, cross from the western boundary of 
the Hicks Road right-of-way to the eastern boundary of the Hicks Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the Hicks Road right-of-way meets the southern 
boundary of the Smyrna-Powder Springs Road right-of-way, continue east along the 
southern boundary of the Smyrna-Powder Springs Road right-of-way; 
  
Where the southern boundary of the Smyrna-Powder Springs Road right-of-way meets 
the western boundary of the Harris Road right-of-way, head south along the western 
boundary of the Harris Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the boundary of the Harris Road right-of-way meets the southern boundary of 
Church Road right-of-way, cross from the western boundary of the Harris Road right-of-
way to the eastern boundary of the Harris Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the Harris Road right-of-way meets the southern 
boundary of the Church Road right-of-way, head east along the southern boundary of 
the Church Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the southern boundary of the Church Road right-of-way meets the western 
boundary of South Cobb Drive right-of-way, cross from the western boundary of the 
South Cobb Drive right-of-way to the eastern boundary of the South Cobb Drive right-of-
way; 
  
Where the southern boundary of the Church Road right-of-way meets the eastern 
boundary of South Cobb Drive right-of-way, head north along the eastern boundary of 
the South Cobb Drive right-of-way; 
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Where eastern boundary of the South Cobb Drive right-of-way meets the southern 
boundary of the Bank Street right-of-way, head east along the southern boundary of the 
Bank Street right-of-way; 
 
Where the southern boundary of the Bank Street right-of-way meets the western 
boundary of the King Street right-of-way, head south along the western boundary of the 
King Street right-of-way; 
 
Where the boundary of the King Street right-of-way meets the southern boundary of 
the West Spring Street right-of-way, cross from the western boundary of the King Street 
right-of-way to the eastern boundary of the King Street right-of-way; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the King Street right-of-way meets the southern 
boundary of the West Spring Street right-of-way, head east along the southern 
boundary of the West Spring Street right-of-way; 
 
Where the southern boundary of the West Spring Street right-of-way meets the western 
boundary of the Atlanta Road right-of-way, cross from the western boundary of the 
Atlanta Road right-of-way to the eastern boundary of the Atlanta Road right-of-way; 
 
Head north along the eastern boundary of the Atlanta Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the Atlanta Road right-of-way meets the southern 
boundary of the Hawthorne Avenue right-of-way, head east along the southern 
boundary of the Hawthorne Avenue right-of-way; 
 
Where the boundary of the Hawthorne Avenue right-of-way meets the eastern 
boundary of the North Mathews Street, cross from the southern boundary of the 
Hawthorne Avenue right-of-way to the northern boundary of the Hawthorne Avenue 
right-of-way; 
 
Head north along the eastern boundary of the North Mathews Street right-of-way; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the North Mathews Street right-of-way meets the 
southern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 17063400820, 
head west along the southern boundary of property known as parcel identification 
number 17063400820; 
 
At the southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17063400820, head north along the western boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17063400820; 
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Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17063400820 meets the southern boundary of the Cottesford Way right-of-way, head 
west along the southern boundary of the Cottesford Way right-of-way; 
 
Where the southern boundary of the Cottesford Way right-of-way meets the eastern 
boundary of the Cottesford Drive right-of-way, head north along the eastern boundary 
of the Cottesford Drive right-of-way; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the Cottesford Drive right-of-way meets the southern 
boundary of the Windy Hill Road right-of-way, head east along the southern boundary 
of the Windy Hill Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the boundary of the Windy Hill Road right-of-way meets the southeastern 
boundary of property known as parcel identification number 17066100020, cross from 
the southern boundary of the Windy Hill Road right-of-way to the northern boundary of 
the Windy Hill Road right-of-way; 
 
Where the northern boundary of the Windy Hill Road right-of-way meets the 
southeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17066100020, head north along the eastern boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 17066100020 and 17063600010; 
 
Where the northeast boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17063600010 meets the southern boundary of the Munitions Road right-of-way, head 
north along the eastern boundary of the Munitions Road right-of-way and the boundary 
of the City of Marietta city limits; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the Munitions Road right-of-way meets the southern 
boundary of the Patrol Road right-of-way, head east and north along the southern and 
eastern boundaries of the Patrol Road right-of-way and the boundary of the City of 
Marietta city limits; 
 
Where the boundary of the City of Marietta city limits meets the western boundary of 
the Cobb Parkway, head north along the western boundary of the Cobb Parkway right-
of-way; 
 
Where the western boundary of the Cobb Parkway right-of-way meets the southern 
boundary of the South Cobb Drive right-of-way, cross from the southern boundary of 
the South Cobb Drive right-of-way to the northern boundary of the South Cobb Drive 
right-of-way; 
 
Head west along the northern boundary of the South Cobb Drive right-of-way; 
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Where the northern boundary of the South Cobb Drive right-of-way meets the 
southeastern boundary of the property known as parcel identification number 
17057000010, head north along the eastern boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 17057000010 and 17057100010; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the property known as parcel identification number 
17057100010 turns east, head east along the southern boundary of property known as 
parcel identification number 17057100010; 
 
At the southeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17057100010, head north along the eastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17057100010; 
 
Where the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17057100010 meets the southeastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17050900040, head north along the eastern boundary of property 
known as parcel identification number 17050900040; 
 
At the northeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17050900040, head west along the northern boundaries of properties known as parcel 
identification numbers 17050900040 and 17050000010; 
 
Where the northwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17050000010 meets the eastern boundary of the South Cobb Drive right-of-way, head 
north along the eastern boundary of the South Cobb Drive right-of-way; 
 
Where the eastern boundary of the South Cobb Drive right-of-way meets the 
southwestern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17043500010, head east along the southern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17043500010; 
 
At the southeastern boundary of property known as parcel identification number 
17043500010, head north along the eastern boundary of property known as parcel 
identification number 17043500010 and the boundary of the City of Marietta city limits; 
 
To the point of beginning. 
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Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone Justification 
 
Cobb County and the City of Smyrna are proposing the creation of a new Enterprise 
Zone in an area of South and Central Cobb County as described above.  The following 
paragraphs will describe how the proposed Enterprise Zone is in compliance or non-
compliance with the five criteria set forth in the relevant state law and the Cobb County 
and City of Smyrna ordinances.  The five criteria are Pervasive Poverty, Unemployment, 
General Distress, Underdevelopment and General Blight.  Cobb and the City of Smyrna 
will demonstrate compliance in four of the five criteria. 
 
Land Area (Unincorporated Cobb County) 
There are approximately 16.7 square miles in the unincorporated portion of the Smyrna-
Osborne Enterprise Zone.  This is 4.9% of the total 340.2 square miles in the whole of 
Cobb County. 
 

 Parcels Parcels 
Percentage 

Square 
Miles 

Square Miles 
Percentage 

Enterprise Zone 
(Unincorporated) 

14,403 6.0% 16.7 4.9% 

Cobb County 239,250 100.0% 340.2 100.0% 

 
 
Land Area (City of Smyrna) 
There are 1.99 square miles in the incorporated area of the proposed Enterprise Zone.  
This is 15.2% of the total 13.07 square miles in the City of Smyrna.  There are 2,409 
parcels in the incorporated area of the proposed Enterprise Zone.  This is 13.3% of the 
total 18,080 parcels in the City of Smyrna.  These numbers exclude public rights-of-way.  
 

  Parcels 
Parcels 

Percentage 
Square 
Miles 

Square Miles 
Percentage 

Enterprise Zone 2,409 13.3% 1.99 15.2% 
City of Smyrna 18,080 100% 13.07 100.0% 

 
 
Land Area (Entire Enterprise Zone) 
The Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone has 7.0% of the total parcels in Cobb County and 
has 5.5% of the total square miles in Cobb County. 
 

 Parcels Parcels 
Percentage 

Square 
Miles 

Square Miles 
Percentage 

Enterprise Zone 16,812 7.0% 18.69 5.5% 

Cobb County 239,250 100.0% 340.2 100.0% 
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Pervasive Poverty (Unincorporated Cobb County) 
Poverty data was collected at the Block Group level from the U.S. Census through the 
2011 American Community Survey.  The Block Groups and Census Tracts contained in 
the unincorporated Cobb County portion of the Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone 
include the following:  309.02 (BG 2), 309.04 (BG 4), 309.05 (BG 1, 2, 3, 4), 310.01 (BG 1, 
2, 3), 310.02 (BG 1, 2, 3, 4), 310.04 (BG 1, 2, 3, 4), 310.05 (BG 1, 2), 311.08 (BG 1), 311.15 
(BG 1), 311.16 (BG 1, 2) and 314.05 (BG 1, 2, 4).  
 
The poverty rate for the proposed unincorporated Cobb County portion of the proposed 
Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone is 24.7%.  See page 48 for additional poverty 
information. This meets the criteria of having a poverty rate over 15%. This validates this 
particular criteria’s use in the creation of the Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone. 
 
Pervasive Poverty (City of Smyrna) 
Poverty data was collected at the block group level from the 2007-2011 American 
Community Survey 5-Year Estimates generated by the U.S. Census Bureau.  The eight 
block groups used to calculate the statistics for the incorporated area of the proposed 
Enterprise Zone include the following: 310.04 (BG 1), 311.01 (BG 1, 2, 3), 311.08 (BG 1), 
311.16 (BG 1, 2, 3).  In this area, the poverty rate is 34.2%.  This meets the required 
poverty rate of 15% and validates this criterion’s use in the formation of the Smyrna-
Osborne Enterprise Zone.  See map and table on page 49 for reference. 
 
Pervasive Poverty (Entire Enterprise Zone) 
Poverty for the entire Enterprise Zone is covered by the following Block Groups and 
Census Tracts:  309.02 (BG2 2), 309.04 (BG 4), 309.05 (BG 1, 2, 3, 4), 310.01 (BG 1, 2, 3), 
310.02 (BG 1, 2 ,3, 4), 310.04 (BG 1, 2, 3, 4), 310.05 (BG 1, 2), 311.01 (BG 1, 2, 3), 311.08 
(BG 1), 311.15 (BG 1), 311.16 (BG 1, 2, 3) and 314.05 (BG 1, 2, 4).  The poverty rate for 
the entire proposed Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone is 24.9%.  This validates this 
particular criteria’s use in the creation of the Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone. 
 
 
Unemployment (Unincorporated Cobb County) 
The unemployment information for the proposed Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone was 
obtained from the Georgia 2013 Annual Averages by County and Census Tract data 
provided by the Georgia Department of Labor.  There are eleven census tracts (309.02, 
309.04, 309.05, 310.01, 310.02, 310.04, 310.05, 311.08, 311.15, 311.16 and 314.05) that 
are within the unincorporated Cobb County portion of the Enterprise Zone boundaries.  
These eleven census tracts actually cover a wider area than the proposed boundaries of 
the Enterprise Zone. 
 
There was a total labor force of 35,490 within these eleven census tracts in 2013.  A 
total of 3,810 of those were unemployed.  The 2013 unemployment rate for the eleven 
census tracts was at 10.7% as defined by the Georgia Department of Labor.  In order to 
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meet the criteria for the Enterprise Zone, the average rate of unemployment for the 
nominated area for the preceding calendar year must be at least 10 percent higher than 
the state average rate of unemployment.  According to the Georgia Department of 
Labor, the average unemployment for Georgia in 2013 was 7.2%.  That places the 
unemployment rate for the unincorporated Cobb County portion of the Enterprise Zone 
at 32.7% higher than the state average.  See the Unemployment Rate Data Tables on 
page 51 for source information. This validates this particular criteria’s use in the creation 
of the Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone. 
 
Unemployment (City of Smyrna) 
Unemployment data was collected from the Georgia 2013 Annual Averages by Census 
Tract generated by the Georgia Department of Labor.  The four census tracts used to 
calculate the statistics for the incorporated area of the proposed Enterprise Zone 
include the following: 310.04, 311.01, 311.08 and 311.16.  In this area, the 
unemployment rate was 10.9%.  The unemployment rate for the State of Georgia was 
7.2% in 2013.  This means the unemployment rate for the Enterprise Zone is 34% higher 
than the state average.  To meet the unemployment criterion for Enterprise Zone 
designation, the proposed area must be 10% higher than the state average for the 
preceding year.  This validates this criterion’s use in the formation of the Smyrna-
Osborne Enterprise Zone.  See map and table on page 52 for reference.   
 
Unemployment (Entire Enterprise Zone) 
There are twelve census tracts that cover the entire proposed Enterprise Zone (309.02, 
309.04, 309.05, 310.01, 310.02, 310.04, 310.05, 311.01, 311.08, 311.15, 311.16 and 
314.05).  These twelve census tracts actually cover a wider area than the proposed 
boundaries of the Enterprise Zone. 
 
There was a total labor force of 37,999 within these twelve census tracts in 2013.  A 
total of 4,056 of those were unemployed.  The 2013 unemployment rate for the twelve 
census tracts was at 10.7% as defined by the Georgia Department of Labor.  In order to 
meet the criteria for the Enterprise Zone, the average rate of unemployment for the 
nominated area for the preceding calendar year must be at least 10 percent higher than 
the state average rate of unemployment.  According to the Georgia Department of 
Labor, the average unemployment for Georgia in 2013 was 7.2%.  That places the 
unemployment rate for the entire Enterprise Zone at 32.7% higher than the state 
average.   
 
 
General Distress (Unincorporated Cobb County) 
The proposed Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone is located within the area that has a 
high crime rate.  There were 5,172 crime incidents just within the unincorporated Cobb 
County portion of the Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone in 2013.  For Cobb County as a 
whole, there were 48,008 total offenses in 2013.  Cobb County consists of 340.2 square 
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miles while the unincorporated portion of the Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone is made 
of 16.7 square miles.  The unincorporated portion of the proposed Smyrna-Osborne 
Enterprise Zone includes 4.9% of the total land in Cobb County and had 10.8% of the 
total crime in 2013.  See table on page 53 for additional information. 
 
The Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone is also an area which has experienced a high 
number of code enforcement complaints compared to Cobb County as a whole.  The 
unincorporated portion, which is 16.7 square miles, had 1,069 total code enforcement 
complaints in 2013.  This results in 64 complaints per square mile.  Cobb County as a 
whole saw 27.2 code enforcement complaints per square mile. See table on page 56 for 
additional code enforcement information. 
 
The high level of crime and code complaints compared to the county show the state of 
distress that is occurring for the residents and businesses of this area. This validates this 
particular criteria’s use in the creation of the Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone. 
 
General Distress (City of Smyrna) 
Crime Incidents 
In the incorporated area of the proposed Enterprise Zone, there were 1,189 crime 
incidents reported in Fiscal Year 2013 (597.5 incidents per square mile).  Across the 
entire City of Smyrna, there were 4,542 crime incidents reported (347.5 incidents per 
square mile).  While the Enterprise Zone accounts for just 15% of Smyrna’s land area, 
over one fourth of the city’s crime incidents occurred in it.  See table on page 54 for 
additional information. 
 
Code Violations 
In the incorporated area of the proposed Enterprise Zone, there were 561 code 
violations reported in Fiscal Year 2013 (281.9 violations per square mile).  Across the 
entire City of Smyrna, there were 1,481 code violations reported (113.3 violations per 
square mile).  While the Enterprise Zone accounts for just 15% of Smyrna’s land area, 
over one third of the city’s code violations occurred in it.  See table on page 54 for 
additional information. 
 
The elevated levels of criminal activity and code violations validate the use of the 
General Distress criterion in the formation of the Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone.   
 
 
Underdevelopment (Unincorporated Cobb County) 
The level of development within the unincorporated portion of the proposed Smyrna-
Osborne Enterprise Zone boundaries is significantly lower than other parts of Cobb 
County. Per the requirements of state law, Cobb County must exhibit that the study 
area has less development activity in the Enterprise Zone compared to the county as a 
whole in order to justify inclusion of this criteria as a reason for creating this economic 

Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone  27 
  June 2014   



   
incentive. In 2013, the unincorporated portion of the Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone a 
saw 252 non-residential permits and 250 residential permits. For Cobb County as a 
whole, there were 7,043 residential permits and 3,397 non-residential permits. This 
results in 30.1 permits per square mile in the Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone and 30.7 
permits per square mile for all of Cobb County. Thus, there are 2.0% fewer permits per 
square mile in the unincorporated portion of the Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone 
compared to Cobb County.  However, when looking at the valuations of the permits, the 
gap between the Enterprise Zone and the county as whole becomes wider.  For Cobb 
County, the value per square mile was $980,911.61, while the unincorporated portion of 
the Enterprise Zone was $436,999.40 per square mile or 55.4% lower.  For Cobb County 
as a whole, the value per permit was $31,964.19, while for the unincorporated portion 
of the Enterprise Zone the value per permit was $14,537.63 or 54.5% lower.  See table 
on page 56 for additional permit information. This validates this particular criteria’s use 
in the creation of the Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone. 
 
Underdevelopment (City of Smyrna) 
Building Permits 
In the incorporated area of the proposed Enterprise Zone, there were 66 building 
permits issued in Fiscal Year 2013 (33.2 permits per square mile).  Across the entire City 
of Smyrna, there were 623 building permits issued (47.7 permits per square mile).  This 
means there were 44% fewer permits per square mile within the proposed zone as 
compared to the city as a whole. 
 
While the Enterprise Zone accounts for 15% of Smyrna’s land area, it produced only 
10.6% of the total building permits by number issued and only 8.1% by permit value in 
Fiscal Year 2013.  See table on page 54 for additional information. 
 
Property Value 
There are 2,409 parcels within the proposed Enterprise Zone.  The average property 
value for these parcels is $158,086 according to the 2013 Tax Digest from the Cobb 
County Tax Assessor’s Office.  There are 18,080 parcels within the City of Smyrna.  The 
average 2013 property value for these parcels is $238,874.  This means the average 
parcel value within the proposed zone is 51% less than the average parcel value for the 
city as a whole.  See table on page 55 for additional information. 
 
Per the requirements of state law, the proposed Enterprise Zone must exhibit less 
development activity than the jurisdiction as a whole in order to justify the inclusion of 
this criterion.  The above statistics for building permits and property value validate this 
criterion’s use in the formation of the Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone.   
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General Blight (Unincorporated Cobb County) 
The unincorporated portion of the Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone is not within a 
boundary of an urban redevelopment area as defined in O.C.G.A. 36-61-2; therefore, 
this area cannot use this particular criterion for the creation of an Enterprise Zone. 
 
General Blight (City of Smyrna) 
Of the 2,409 parcels in the incorporated area of the proposed Enterprise Zone, 363 
parcels (15%) are also within the city’s North Smyrna Urban Redevelopment Area, 
approved August 1, 2011 and amended September 3, 2013.  For these select parcels, 
the prior designation of an urban redevelopment area validates the use of this criterion 
in the formation of the Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone.  However, because the city is 
not seeking an expansion of the urban redevelopment area at this time, this criterion 
will not be used to support the formation of the Enterprise Zone.  
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Georgia Code Annotated, § 36-88-1 

§ 36-88-1. Short title 

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the “Enterprise Zone Employment Act 
of 1997.” 

Ga. Code Ann., § 36-88-2 

§ 36-88-2. Legislative findings and intent 

The General Assembly finds and determines that there is a need for revitalization in 
many areas of Georgia. Revitalization will improve geographic areas within cities and 
counties which are suffering from disinvestment, underdevelopment, and economic 
decline and will encourage private businesses to reinvest and rehabilitate such areas. 
The General Assembly recognizes that increased employment opportunities for the 
citizens of Georgia will assist in the implementation of welfare reform. It is the intent of 
the General Assembly that this chapter be liberally construed to accomplish these 
purposes. 

Ga. Code Ann., § 36-88-3 

§ 36-88-3. Definitions 

As used in this chapter, the term: 
  

(1) “Ad valorem tax” means property taxes levied for state, county, or municipal 
operating purposes but does not include property taxes imposed by school districts or 
property taxes imposed for general obligation debt. 

  

(2) “Business enterprise” means any business engaged primarily in retail, 
manufacturing, warehousing and distribution, processing, telecommunications, 
tourism, research and development industries, new residential construction, and 
residential rehabilitation. 

  

(3) “Department” means the Department of Community Affairs. 
  

(4) “Enterprise zone” means the geographic area designated pursuant to Code Section 
36-88-5. 

  

(5) “Full-time job equivalent” means a job or jobs with no predetermined end date, 
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with a regular work week of 30 hours or more, and with the same benefits provided to 
similar employees. 

  

(6) “Low-income and moderate-income individual” means a person currently: 
  

(A) Unemployed or unemployed for three of the six months prior to the date of hire; 
  

(B) Homeless; 
  

(C) A resident of public housing; 
  

(D) Receiving temporary assistance for needy families or who has received 
temporary assistance for needy families at any time during the 18 months previous 
to the date of hire; 

  

(E) A participant in the Workforce Investment Act1 or who has participated in the 
Workforce Investment Act at any time during the 18 months previous to the date of 
hire; 

  

(F) A participant in a job opportunity where basic skills are required or who has 
participated in such a job opportunity at any time during the 18 months previous to 
the date of hire; 

  

(G) Receiving supplemental social security income; or 
  

(H) Receiving food stamps. 
  

(7) “New job” means employment for an individual created within an enterprise zone 
by a new or expanded qualified business or service enterprise at the time of the initial 
staffing of such new or expanded enterprise. 

  

(8) “Qualified or qualifying business” means an employer that meets the requirements 
of Code Section 36-88-4 and other applicable requirements of this chapter. 
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(9) “Service enterprise” means an entity engaged primarily in finance, insurance, and 
real estate activity or activities listed under the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) 
Codes 60 through 67 according to the Federal Office of Management and Budget 
Standard Industrial Classification Manual, 1987 edition, or engaged primarily in day-
care activities. 

  

(10) “Urban redevelopment plan” means a plan prepared and adopted pursuant to 
the requirements of Chapter 61 of this title.3 

Ga. Code Ann., § 36-88-4 

§ 36-88-4. Incentives available to qualifying business and service enterprises 

(a) The following incentives are available to qualifying business and service enterprises 
to encourage revitalization within enterprise zones: 
  

(1) The enterprise zone property tax exemption provided in Code Section 36-88-8; and 
  

(2) The occupational tax, regulatory fee, and business inspection fee abatement or 
reduction provided in Code Section 36-88-9. 

  

(b) A qualifying business or service enterprise is an enterprise which increased 
employment by five or more new full-time job equivalents in an area designated as an 
enterprise zone and which provides additional economic stimulus in such zone. The 
quality and quantity of such additional economic stimulus shall be determined, on a 
case-by-case basis, by the local governing body or bodies that have designated the 
enterprise zone. Such business or service enterprise may be new, an expansion or 
reinvestment of an existing business or service enterprise, or a successor to such 
business or service enterprise. Whenever possible, 10 percent of such new employees 
shall be low-income or moderate-income individuals. 
  

(c) Notwithstanding any provision of this Code section to the contrary, a local governing 
body or bodies creating an enterprise zone prior to January 1, 2000, may provide the 
exemptions and abatements as provided in this chapter to any qualifying business or 
service enterprise which employs at least 5,000 persons and which creates ten or more 
new full-time job equivalents that did not exist prior to July 1, 1997, provided such 
qualifying business or service enterprise provides economic stimulus to such zone and 
the quality and quantity of such stimulus is acceptable to the local governing body or 
bodies creating the enterprise zone. 
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Ga. Code Ann., § 36-88-5 

§ 36-88-5. Designation of areas as enterprise zones 

A local governing body or bodies may designate one or more geographic areas as 
enterprise zones. In such enterprise zone, local ad valorem taxes, occupation taxes, 
license fees, and other local fees and taxes, except local sales and use taxes or any 
combination thereof, may be exempted or reduced from applying to qualified business 
and service enterprises in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. A joint 
resolution by a county and one or more municipalities may provide such exemptions for 
jointly designated enterprise zones. Any areas designated as an enterprise zone may be 
redesignated as an enterprise zone after the expiration of its initial term as an 
enterprise zone if the area continues to meet the criteria for an enterprise zone 
contained in this chapter. 

Ga. Code Ann., § 36-88-6 

§ 36-88-6. Criteria to be met in order for area to be designated as enterprise zone 
Effective: May 1, 2012 

(a) In order to be designated as an enterprise zone, a nominated area shall meet at least 
three of the five criteria specified in subsections (b), (c), (d), (e), and (f) of this Code 
section. In determining whether an area suffers from poverty, unemployment, or 
general distress, the governing body shall use data from the most current United States 
decennial census and from other information published by the United States Bureau of 
the Census, the Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics, and the Georgia Department of 
Labor. In determining whether an area suffers from underdevelopment, the governing 
body shall use the data specified in subsection (e) of this Code section. The data shall be 
comparable in point or period of time and methodology employed. 
  

(b) Pervasive poverty shall be evidenced by showing that poverty is widespread 
throughout the nominated area and shall be established by using the following criteria: 
  

(1) The poverty rate shall be determined from the data in the most current United 
States decennial census prepared by the United States Bureau of the Census; 

  

(2) For parcels within the nominated area, the parcels must be within or adjacent to a 
census block group where the ratio of income to poverty level for at least 15 percent 
of the residents shall be less than 1.0; 
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(3) Census geographic block groups with no population shall be treated as having a 
poverty rate which meets the standards of paragraph (2) of this subsection; and 

  

(4) All parcels of a nominated area must abut and may not contain a noncontiguous 
parcel, unless such nonabutting parcel qualifies separately under the criteria set forth 
under paragraph (2) of this subsection. 

  

(c) Unemployment shall be evidenced by the use of data published by the Office of 
Labor Information Systems of the Georgia Department of Labor indicating that the 
average rate of unemployment for the nominated area for the preceding calendar year 
is at least 10 percent higher than the state average rate of unemployment or by 
evidence of adverse economic conditions brought about by significant job dislocation 
within the nominated area such as the closing of a manufacturing plant or federal 
facility. 
  

(d) General distress shall be evidenced by adverse conditions within the nominated area 
other than those of pervasive poverty and unemployment. Examples of such adverse 
conditions include, but are not limited to, a high incidence of crime, abandoned or 
dilapidated structures, deteriorated infrastructure, and substantial population decline. 
  

(e) Underdevelopment shall be evidenced by data indicating development activities, or 
lack thereof, through land disturbance permits, business license fees, building permits, 
development fees, or other similar data indicating that the level of development in the 
nominated area is lower than development activity within the local governing body’s 
jurisdiction. 
  

(f) General blight within the nominated area shall be evidenced by the inclusion of any 
portion of the nominated area in an urban redevelopment area as defined by paragraph 
(20) of Code Section 36-61-2 for which an urban redevelopment plan has been adopted 
by the affected governing bodies according to the requirements of Chapter 61 of this 
title. 

Ga. Code Ann., § 36-88-7 

§ 36-88-7. Local ordinances as related to enterprise zones 

 (a)(1) Each ordinance adopted by a local government possessing an approved 
enterprise zone, when applicable, shall provide encouragement and incentives to 
increase rehabilitation, renovation, restoration, improvement for new construction for 
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housing and the economic viability and profitability of businesses and commerce 
located within such enterprise zones. 
  

(2) Creation of an enterprise zone shall be consistent with the comprehensive plan or 
plans of the jurisdiction or jurisdictions designating the enterprise zone which plan or 
plans are adopted pursuant to Chapter 70 of this title. 

  

(3) Each local government possessing an enterprise zone may review its ordinances to 
determine which ordinances may have a negative effect upon the rehabilitation, 
renovation, restoration, improvement, or new construction of housing, or the 
economic viability and profitability of businesses and commerce located within an 
enterprise zone. Such local government may waive, amend, or otherwise modify such 
ordinances so as to minimize such adverse effect. 

  

(b) Nothing in this Code section shall authorize any local government to waive, amend, 
provide exceptions to or otherwise modify or alter any ordinance which is: 
  

(1) Expressly required to implement or enforce any statutory provisions; or 
  

(2) Designed to protect persons against discrimination on the basis of race, color, 
creed, national origin, sex, age, or handicap. 

  

(c) Nothing in this Code section shall be construed so as to rescind the authority granted 
to local governments to create, maintain, and regulate enterprise zones pursuant to any 
local enterprise zone law in effect on July 1, 1997. 

Ga. Code Ann., § 36-88-8 

§ 36-88-8. Exemption from ad valorem taxes for qualified businesses 

(a)(1) The governing body of a local government or governments creating an enterprise 
zone shall include in the creating ordinance a provision to exempt qualifying business 
and service enterprises from state, county, and municipal ad valorem taxes that would 
otherwise be levied on the qualifying business and service enterprises not to exceed the 
following schedule: 
  

(A) One hundred percent of the property taxes shall be exempt for the first five 
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years; 

  

(B) Eighty percent of the property taxes shall be exempt for the next two years; 
  

(C) Sixty percent of the property taxes shall be exempt for the next year; 
  

(D) Forty percent of the property taxes shall be exempt for the next year; and 
  

(E) Twenty percent of the property taxes shall be exempt for the last year. 
  

(2) For any qualifying business or service enterprise, the schedule provided for in 
paragraph (1) of this subsection may begin in any year during which an area has an 
enterprise zone designation. Such tax exemption may continue even if the area’s 
enterprise zone designation has terminated. A minimum of five new jobs must be 
maintained for a qualifying business or service enterprise to maintain eligibility for the 
tax exemption provided pursuant to this Code section. 

  

(b) If the project consists of new residential construction, residential rehabilitation, or 
other rehabilitation of an existing structure and the value of the improvement exceeds 
the value of the land by a ratio of five to one, then the exemption schedule in 
subsection (a) of this Code section shall also apply whether or not the project is carried 
out by a qualifying business or service enterprise. 
  

(c) In no event shall the value of the property tax exemptions granted to qualifying 
business and service enterprises within an enterprise zone created by a city, a county, or 
both, exceed 10 percent of the value of the property tax digest of the creating 
jurisdiction or jurisdictions. 

Ga. Code Ann., § 36-88-9 

§ 36-88-9. Exemption or abatement from occupation taxes and certain fees for 
qualified businesses; reports 

 (a) In addition to other incentives, the local governing body or bodies creating an 
enterprise zone may include in the creating ordinance an exemption or abatement from 
occupation taxes, regulatory fees, building inspection fees, and other fees that would 
otherwise have been imposed on a qualifying business. Such governing bodies may 
grant any of these incentives either when the enterprise is initially created or by 
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subsequent resolution making such incentives applicable to an existing enterprise zone. 
  

(b) Local governments shall report designations of enterprise zones to the department, 
providing sufficient information to identify at a minimum the geographic boundaries of 
the zones, the specific fees and taxes to be exempted or abated, and the beginning and 
end dates of the designation period. The time and manner of reporting shall be 
determined by the department. 

Ga. Code Ann., § 36-88-10 

§ 36-88-10. Ten-year period of existence of enterprise zones 

An area designated as an enterprise zone shall remain in existence for ten years from 
the first day of the calendar year immediately following its designation as an enterprise 
zone. Municipal and county governments may enter into agreements with qualifying 
business or service enterprises in designated enterprise zones to provide for 
modification or termination of the tax and fee exemptions and abatements. Property 
tax incentives available to a qualified business or service enterprise in an enterprise 
zone shall remain in effect for the full ten-year period established by Code Section 36-
88-8, regardless of the termination of the designation of the enterprise zone. 
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Cobb County Code of Ordinances 2-176 

 
2-176.   Enterprise Zones – Definitions. 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the 

meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 

different meaning: 

 

“Act” means the Georgia Enterprise Zone Employment Act, set forth at  O.C.G.A. § 36-

88-1,et seq., as amended. 

 
 "Ad valorem tax" means property taxes levied for state, county, or municipal operating 

purposes but does not include property taxes imposed by school districts or property 

taxes imposed for general obligation debt. 

 

"Business enterprise" means any business engaged primarily in retail, manufacturing, 

warehousing and distribution, processing, telecommunications, tourism, research and 

development industries, new residential construction, and residential rehabilitation. 

 

"Enterprise zone" means one or more geographic areas so designated by the board of 

commissioners wherein local ad valorem taxes, occupation taxes, license fees, and other 

local fees and taxes, except local sales and use taxes or any combination thereof, may 

be exempted or reduced from applying to qualified business and service enterprises.  

 

"Full-time job equivalent" means a job or jobs with no predetermined end date, with a 

regular work week of 30 hours or more, and with the same benefits provided to similar 

employees. 

 

"New job" means a new “full-time job equivalent” employment for an individual created 

within an enterprise zone by a new or expanded qualified business or service enterprise 

at the time of the initial staffing of such new or expanded enterprise.  
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"Service enterprise" means an entity engaged primarily in finance, insurance, and real 

estate activity or activities listed as provided in the Act.  

 
(1) Purposes.  

This section, including its subsections, has been enacted based upon a recognized need 

for revitalization in geographic areas within the county that are suffering or may suffer 

from disinvestment, underdevelopment, and economic decline and is intended to 

provide encouragement and incentives to private businesses to reinvest, renovate, 

restore, improve and rehabilitate such areas for new housing construction and the 

economic viability and profitability of businesses and commerce and to generate 

increased employment opportunities for residents of such areas. 

 
(2) Qualifying business or service enterprise 

A qualifying business or service enterprise is an enterprise which increased employment 

by five or more new full-time job equivalents in a designated enterprise zone and which 

provides additional economic stimulus in such zone. The quality and quantity of such 

additional economic stimulus shall be determined, on a case-by-case basis, by the board 

of commissioners. Such business or service enterprise may be new, an expansion or 

reinvestment of an existing business or service enterprise, or a successor to such 

business or service enterprise. Whenever possible, 10 percent of such new employees 

shall be low-income or moderate-income individuals, as defined under the Act. 

 
(3) Designation of Enterprise Zones 

The board of commissioners may independently, or in conjunction with one or more 

municipalities, designate one or more geographic areas as enterprise zones following an 

analysis of criteria (i.e., pervasive poverty, unemployment, general distress, 

underdevelopment, general blight) and data described in the Act. Any area designated 

as an enterprise zone may be redesignated as an enterprise zone after the expiration of 

its initial term if the area continues to meet the criteria for an enterprise zone. 
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(4)  Tax exemptions; other incentives 
 
(a) Local ad valorem taxes, occupation taxes, license fees, and other local fees and taxes, 

except local sales and use taxes or any combination thereof, may be exempted or 

reduced from applying to qualified business and service enterprises in an area 

designated as an enterprise zone. 

(b) Qualifying business and service enterprises in a designated enterprise zone shall be 

granted an exemption from state, county, and municipal ad valorem taxes that would 

otherwise be levied on the qualifying business and service enterprises not to exceed the 

following schedule: 

(1) One hundred percent of the property taxes shall be exempt for the first five 
years; 
(2) Eighty percent of the property taxes shall be exempt for the next two years; 
(3) Sixty percent of the property taxes shall be exempt for the next year; 
(4) Forty percent of the property taxes shall be exempt for the next year; and 
(5) Twenty percent of the property taxes shall be exempt for the last year. 
 
(c) If a project consists of new residential construction, residential rehabilitation, or 

other rehabilitation of an existing structure and the value of the improvement exceeds 

the value of the land by a ratio of five to one, then the exemption schedule set forth in 

subsection (5)(b) shall apply whether or not the project is carried out by a qualifying 

business or service enterprise. 

(d) In no event shall the value of the property tax exemptions granted to qualifying 

business and service enterprises within an enterprise zone created by the county exceed 

10 percent of the value of the property tax digest of the county. In no event shall the 

value of the property tax exemptions granted to qualifying business and service 

enterprises within an enterprise zone created by the county and one or more 

municipalities exceed 10 percent of the value of the property tax digest of the county 

and municipality/municipalities that created the enterprise zone. 

(d) For any qualifying business or service enterprise, the tax exemption described in this 

section may begin in any year during which an enterprise zone designation is in effect 

Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone  41 
  June 2014   



   
and may continue even if the enterprise zone designation has terminated. A minimum 

of five new jobs must be maintained throughout the exemption period for a qualifying 

business or service enterprise to maintain eligibility for the tax exemption. Property tax 

exemptions granted to business or service enterprises that continue to qualify for the 

exemption shall continue for the full term of the incentives.  

 (e) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the county may enter into 

agreements with qualifying business or service enterprises in designated enterprise 

zones to provide for modification or termination of any tax and fee exemptions and 

abatements. 

(f) Qualifying business or service enterprises in designated enterprise zones may be 

eligible for incentives other than those provided under this section, including economic 

development incentives described elsewhere in Article V,  and including fee abatements 

or reductions for occupation taxes, regulatory fees and business inspections.  

 
(5)  Time limitations.  

 An area designated as an enterprise zone shall remain in existence for ten years from 

the first day of the calendar year immediately following its designation as an enterprise 

zone. Except as otherwise provided, property tax incentives granted to a qualified 

business or service enterprise shall remain in effect for the full term of the exemption 

period. 

 
(6)  Reporting 
 
 Cobb County shall report designations of enterprise zones as required by the Act, 

providing sufficient information to identify at a minimum the geographic boundaries of 

enterprise zones, the specific fees and taxes to be exempted or abated, and the 

beginning and ending dates of the designation period. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2014-XX 

 
AN ORDINANCE BY THE CITY OF SMYRNA, GEORGIA, PROVIDING FOR THE AMENDMENT 
OF THE CITY OF SMYRNA CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 79, ADDING ARTICLE IV – 
ENTERPRISE ZONES AND AMENDING CHAPTER 79 AS DESCRIBED:  
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SMYRNA, GEORGIA:  
 
That Article IV be added to Chapter 79 of the City of Smyrna Code of Ordinances and 
titled Enterprise Zones. 
 
ENTERPRISE ZONES 
 
Section 79-34.Definitions. 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning:  
 
Act means the Georgia Enterprise Zone Employment Act, set forth at O.C.G.A. § 36-88-1 
et seq., as amended.  
 
Ad valorem tax means property taxes levied for state, county, or municipal operating 
purposes but does not include property taxes imposed by school districts or property 
taxes imposed for general obligation debt.  
 
Business enterprise means any business engaged primarily in retail, manufacturing, 
warehousing and distribution, processing, telecommunications, tourism, research and 
development industries, new residential construction, and residential rehabilitation.  
 
Enterprise zone means one or more geographic areas so designated by the City Council 
wherein local ad valorem taxes, occupational taxes, license fees, and other local fees 
and taxes, except local sales and use taxes or any combination thereof, may be 
exempted or reduced from applying qualified business and service enterprises.  
 
Full-time job equivalent means a job or jobs with no predetermined end date, with a 
regular work week of 30 hours or more, and with the same benefits provided to similar 
employees.  
 
New job means a new "full-time job equivalent" employment for an individual created 
within an enterprise zone by a new or expanded qualified business or service enterprise 
at the time of the initial staffing of such new or expanded enterprise.  
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Service enterprise means an entity engaged primarily in finance, insurance, and real 
estate activity or activities listed as provided in the Act.  
 
Section 79-35.Purposes. 
This article has been enacted based upon a recognized need for revitalization in 
geographic areas within the city that are suffering or may suffer from disinvestment, 
underdevelopment, and economic decline and is intended to provide encouragement 
and incentives to private businesses to reinvest, renovate, restore, improve and 
rehabilitate such areas for new housing construction and the economic viability and 
profitability of businesses and commerce and to generate increased employment 
opportunities for residents of such areas.  
 
Section 79-36.Qualifying business or service enterprise. 
A qualifying business or service enterprise is an enterprise which increased employment 
by five or more new full-time job equivalents in a designated enterprise zone and which 
provides additional economic stimulus in such zone. The quality and quantity of such 
additional economic stimulus shall be determined, on a case-by-case basis, by the City 
Council. Such business or service enterprise may be new, an expansion or reinvestment 
of an existing business or service enterprise, or a successor to such business or service 
enterprise. Whenever possible, ten percent of such new employees shall be low-income 
or moderate-income individuals, as defined under the Act.  
 
Section 79-37.Designation of enterprise zones. 
The board of commissioners may independently, or in conjunction with one or more 
municipalities, designate one or more geographic areas as enterprise zones following an 
analysis of criteria (i.e., pervasive poverty, unemployment, general distress, 
underdevelopment, general blight) and data described in the Act. Any area designated 
as an enterprise zone may be redesignated as an enterprise zone after the expiration of 
its initial term if the area continues to meet the criteria for an enterprise zone.  
 
Section 79-38.Tax exemptions; other incentives. 
(a) Local ad valorem taxes, occupation taxes, license fees, and other local fees and taxes, 
except local sales and use taxes or any combination thereof, may be exempted or 
reduced from applying to qualified business and service enterprises in an area 
designated as an enterprise zone.  
 
(b) Qualifying business and service enterprises in a designated enterprise zone shall be 
granted an exemption from state, county, and municipal ad valorem taxes that would 
otherwise be levied on the qualifying business and service enterprises not to exceed the 
following schedule:  
 

(1) One hundred percent of the property taxes shall be exempt for the first five 
years;  
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(2) Eighty percent of the property taxes shall be exempt for the next two years;  
(3) Sixty percent of the property taxes shall be exempt for the next year;  
(4) Forty percent of the property taxes shall be exempt for the next year; and 
(5) Twenty percent of the property taxes shall be exempt for the last year.  

 
(c) If a project consists of new residential construction, residential rehabilitation, or 
other rehabilitation of an existing structure and the value of the improvement exceeds 
the value of the land by a ratio of five to one, then the exemption schedule set forth in 
Section 79-38(b) shall apply whether or not the project is carried out by a qualifying 
business or service enterprise. 
 
(d) In no event shall the value of the property tax exemptions granted to qualifying 
business and service enterprises within an enterprise zone created by the city exceed 
ten percent of the value of the property tax digest of the city. In no event shall the value 
of the property tax exemptions granted to qualifying business and service enterprises 
within an enterprise zone jointly created by the city and county exceed ten percent of 
the value of the property tax digest of the city and county.  
 
(e) For any qualifying business or service enterprise, the tax exemption described in this 
section may begin in any year during which an enterprise zone designation is in effect 
and may continue even if the enterprise zone designation has terminated. A minimum 
of five new jobs must be maintained throughout the exemption period for a qualifying 
business or service enterprise to maintain eligibility for the tax exemption. Property tax 
exemptions granted to business or service enterprises that continue to qualify for the 
exemption shall continue for the full term of the incentives.  
 
(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the city may enter into 
agreements with qualifying business or service enterprises in designated enterprise 
zones to provide for modification or termination of any tax and fee exemptions and 
abatements.  
 
(g) Qualifying business or service enterprises in designated enterprise zones may be 
eligible for incentives other than those provided under this section, including economic 
development incentives described in Chapter 79, Article II, Sec. 79-28(b).  
 
Section 79-39.Time limitations. 
An area designated as an enterprise zone shall remain in existence for ten years from 
the first day of the calendar year immediately following its designation as an enterprise 
zone. Except as otherwise provided, property tax incentives granted to a qualified 
business or service enterprise shall remain in effect for the full term of the exemption 
period.  
 
Section 79-40.Reporting. 
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The city shall report designations of enterprise zones as required by the Act, providing 
sufficient information to identify at a minimum the geographic boundaries of enterprise 
zones, the specific fees and taxes to be exempted or abated, and the beginning and 
ending dates of the designation period.  
   
Approved by the Mayor and Council this __ day of _________, 2014. 
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Smyrna-Osborne Census Tract Block Groups 
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Poverty Rate by Census Tract Block Group 
 
Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone 
 
Unincorporated Cobb County 
Census Tract Block Group Population 

Estimate 
Poverty 
Estimate 

Poverty 
Rate 

309.02 2 2121 656 30.9% 
309.04 4 1314 415 31.6% 
309.05 1 613 1 0.2% 
309.05 2 768 37 4.8% 
309.05 3 2653 677 25.5% 
309.05 4 1105 149 13.5% 
310.01 1 1364 581 42.6% 
310.01 2 766 72 9.4% 
310.01 3 2239 433 19.3% 
310.02 1 1933 383 19.8% 
310.02 2 1716 766 44.6% 
310.02 3 1905 251 13.2% 
310.02 4 1905 195 10.2% 
310.04 1 2539 689 27.1% 
310.04 2 2122 574 27.0% 
310.04 3 1694 234 13.8% 
310.04 4 1677 620 37.0% 
310.05 1 2348 322 13.7% 
310.05 2 3292 675 20.5% 
311.08 1 836 328 39.2% 
311.15 1 2447 719 29.4% 
311.16 1 3780 1877 49.7% 
311.16 2 674 265 39.3% 
314.05 1 1512 377 24.9% 
314.05 2 2812 114 4.1% 
314.05 4 1119 270 24.1% 

 
Total 47,254 11,680 24.7% 

Source:  US Census Bureau & Cobb County Community Development Agency 
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City of Smyrna Poverty 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
City of Smyrna 
Map of Poverty Rate by Census Block Group 

Poverty Rate by Census Block Group 

  
Census 
Tract 

Block 
Group 

 Population 
Estimate  

 Poverty 
Estimate  

Poverty 
Rate 

031004 1 2,539 689 27.1% 
031101 1 2,760 798 28.9% 
031101 2 878 241 27.4% 
031101 3 846 216 25.5% 
031108 1 836 328 39.2% 
031116 1 3,780 1,877 49.7% 
031116 2 674 265 39.3% 
031116 3 1,490 308 20.7% 

  
EZ Block Groups 13,803 4,722 34.2% 

Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
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Smyrna-Osborne Area Census Tracts 
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Unemployment Rate Data Tables 
 
South Cobb Enterprise Zone 
Unemployment by Census Tract 
 
Unincorporated Cobb County 

FIPS Census Tract Labor Force Employed Unemployed Rate 
067 309.02 3,818 3,473 345 9.0% 
067 309.04 3,121 2,817 304 9.7% 
067 309.05 2,737 2,420 318 11.6% 
067 310.01 2,151 1,889 262 12.2% 
067 310.02 4,224 3,578 646 15.3% 
067 310.04 4,070 3,492 579 14.2% 
067 310.05 2,574 2,294 280 10.9% 
067 311.08 3,527 3,267 260 7.4% 
067 311.15 2,045 1,896 149 7.3% 
067 311.16 2,898 2,563 334 11.5% 
067 314.05 4,325 3,991 333 7.7% 

 Totals 35,490 31,680 3,810 10.7% 
Source:  Georgia 2013 Annual Averages by County and Census Tract 
   Georgia Department of Labor & Cobb County Community Development Agency 
 
 
Georgia 2013 Average Unemployment 
 

Title Employed Unemployed Labor Force Rate Year 
Georgia 4,405,876 340,225 4,746,101 7.2% 2013 

Source:  Georgia Department of Labor 
 
 
The average rate of unemployment for the nominated area for the preceding calendar 
year is at least 10 percent higher that the state average rate of unemployment. 
 
10.7 – 7.2 = 3.5 
3.5/10.7 = .327 x 100 = 32.7% higher than state average 
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City of Smyrna Unemployment 
 

Unemployment Rate by Census Tract 

  

FIPS 
Census 
Tract 

Labor 
Force 

 
Employed  

 
Unemployed  Rate 

067 310.04 4,070 3,492 579 14.2% 
067 311.01 2,509 2,263 246 9.8% 
067 311.08 3,527 3,267 260 7.4% 
067 311.16 2,898 2,563 334 11.5% 

 EZ Census Tracts 13,004 11,585 1,419 10.9% 
Source: GDOL, Georgia 2013 Annual Averages by Census Tract 

 
10.9 - 7.2 = 3.7 
3.7 / 10.9 = 33.9%  
 

 
City of Smyrna 
Map of Unemployment Rate by Census Tract  
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2013 Crime Incident Tables 
 
Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone Area Total Offenses 
 
Unincorporated Cobb County 
Affray/Disturbing the Peace 12  Harassing Communications 83 
Aggravated Assault 77 Heroin 12 
Aggravated Stalking 5 Loitering 19 
All Other Offenses 74 Marijuana 328 
Amphetamine 29 Obstruction 93 
Arrest of a Wanted Person 308 Open Door 55 
Battery/Assault Offense 245 Probation Violation 6 
Burglary 465 Public Drunk 7 
Business Dispute 65 Recovery of Stolen Vehicle 16 
Cocaine 64 Robbery 93 
Criminal Trespass 470 Shoplifting-Less than $500.00 37 
Damage Property Criminal 81 Simple Assault/Simple Battery 563 
Dangerous Drug Other Offense 15 Stalking 7 
Discharging a Weapon 7 Stolen Property Offense 23 
Disorderly Conduct 36 Stolen Vehicle 11 
Domestic Dispute 439 Suspicious Activity 269 
DUI 133 Synthetic Narcotic 11 
Entering Auto 210 Terroristic Threats/Intimidation 66 
False Alarm 17 Theft 594 
Firing a Weapon 7 Threat-Terroristic-State Offenses 10 
Forgery 15 Wanted Person 17 
Found Property 55 Weapons Offenses 13 
Fraud 6 

Total 5,172 Gambling Offense 4 
Source:  Cobb County Police Department 
 

 
Cobb County Total Offenses 

 
Cobb County 48,008 
Source:  Cobb County Police Department 
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City of Smyrna Tables 

 
Crime 
 

  Crime Incidents 
Square 
Miles 

Incidents Per 
Square Mile 

Enterprise Zone 1,189 26.2% 1.99 597.5 
City of Smyrna 4,542 100.0% 13.07 347.5 

 
 

Code Enforcement 
 

  Code Violations 
Square 
Miles 

Violations Per 
Square Mile 

Enterprise Zone 561 37.9% 1.99 281.9 
City of Smyrna 1,481 100.0% 13.07 113.3 

 
 

Building Permits 
 

  
Building 
Permits 

Square 
Miles 

Permits Per 
Square Mile 

Enterprise Zone 66 1.99 33.2 
City of Smyrna 623 13.07 47.7 

 
33.2 - 47.7 = -14.5 
-14.5/33.2 = -43.7%  
 

Permit Type EZ Permits 
Valuation for  

EZ Permits City Permits 
Valuation for 
City Permits 

Permit 
Percentage 

Commercial 6 $662,737 70 $15,515,995 8.6% 
New Residential 17 $2,596,850 233 $36,658,814 7.3% 
Residential Remodel 35 $346,886 293 $5,419,036 11.9% 
Other 8 $1,376,405 27 $4,286,332 29.6% 

TOTALS 66 $4,982,878 623 $61,880,177 10.6% 
Source: City of Smyrna, Community Development Department (FY2013) 
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Property Value 
 

  Parcels 
Valuation of  
All Parcels 

Average 
Parcel Value 

Enterprise Zone 2,409 $380,830,278 $158,086 
City of Smyrna 18,080 $4,318,837,359 $238,874 

Source: 2013 Cobb County Tax Digest 
 
 

 158,086- 238,874 = -80,788 
-80,788 / 158,086 = -51.1%  
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Smyrna-Osborne Enterprise Zone  
Code Enforcement and Valuations 

Unincorporated Cobb County 
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