
2800 King Street

Smyrna, Georgia 30080City of Smyrna

Meeting Minutes - Final

City Council

7:00 PM Council ChambersMonday, August 5, 2019

Roll Call

Councilmember Maryline Blackburn, Councilmember Andrea Blustein, 

Councilmember Charles Welch, Councilmember Susan Wilkinson, 

Councilmember Tim Gould and Councilmember Ron Fennel

Present: 6 - 

Mayor Max Bacon and Councilmember Derek NortonAbsent: 2 - 

Tammi Saddler Jones, Scott Andrews, Scott Cochran, Roy Acree, Frank 

Martin, Terri Graham, Dan Campbell, Landon O'Neal and Tina Monaghan

Also Present: 9 - 

Call to Order

Note:  Mayor Bacon and Mayor Pro Tem Derek Norton were absent not feeling well.

Councilmember Charles “Corkey” Welch called the August 5, 2019 Mayor and Council 

meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Invocation and Pledge:1.

Pastor Richard L. Bush, Mt. Zion Baptist Church (1789 Hawthorne Ave) delivered the 

Invocation and led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Agenda Changes:2.

Items 6C and 6E were to be tabled until a future meeting.

Mayoral Report:3.

Fire Chief Roy Acree came to the podium to speak about updates regarding air quality 

at the request of Interim Chair/Councilmember Welch.  Mr. Acree explained that Mayor 

Bacon will be establishing a joint oversight committee composed of local elected 

officials, business owners and other various community stakeholders.  The Mayor has 

also authorized the establishment of an independent air quality task force made up of 

professionals and specialists in the area of air quality and testing including a chemical 

engineer, a toxicologist, an industrial hygienist, and an environmental attorney.  These 

committees will help steer the City toward the best practices to meet the needs of the 

residents when it comes to air quality.

Councilmember Ron Fennel asked Chief Acree to provide an update about the recent 

fire at the business of one of the City’s top employers, S. P. Richards.  

Chief Acree explained that the fire that began on July 19th was the largest commercial 

structure fire in the City’s history.  Staff was on site around the clock for seven full 

days to make sure the fire was completely extinguished, and that the area was safe.  
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The company was prepared with well placed and practiced plans which resulted in only 

eight total hours of down time for the company.  Many local jurisdictions helped with 

the fire and over six million gallons of water were utilized.

Mr. Fennel thanked the public safety team for their hard work and diligence during the 

fire as well as for everything that they do on a daily basis.

A. 2019-246 Proclamation in recognition of Nathan Lugo, young local top-ranked 

champion boxer

 

Mr. Welch asked Mr. Nathan Lugo and his family to come forward to be recognized.

Councilmember Maryline Blackburn shared some information about Mr. Lugo’s many 

accomplishments and commended him for his hard work.  She then read aloud the 

proclamation in recognition of Mr. Lugo.  Ms. Blackburn presented the proclamation 

and photos were taken.

Mr. Lugo spoke for a few minutes about his recent accomplishments and the 

championship belt that he had brought with him.

Land Issues/Zonings/Annexations:4.

There were no land issues/zonings/annexations.

Privilege Licenses:5.

There were no privilege licenses.

Formal Business:6.

A. 2019-256 Adoption of the 2019 millage rate of 8.99 mills

Sponsors: Fennel

Councilmember Fennel spoke about the positive trend of fiscal responsibility in the 

City of Smyrna.  Since 1993 there has been no increase in the millage rate and he 

credited both past and current Mayor and Council as well as City staff for this 

achievement.

Councilmember Ron Fennel made a motion to approve the adoption of the 2019 millage 

rate of 8.99 mills. There was a second by Councilmember Maryline Blackburn.

The motion to approve was carried by the following vote:

Aye: Councilmember Blackburn, Councilmember Blustein, Councilmember 

Wilkinson, Councilmember Gould and Councilmember Fennel

5 - 

Absent: Mayor Bacon and Councilmember Norton2 - 

B. ORD2019-14  Approval of Ordinance 2019-14 to Amend the City of Smyrna's Code of 

Ordinances Chapter 90, Article I, In General, Section 90-04:  Private 

Utilities within the Public Right Of Way.

Sponsors: Welch
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Councilmember Gould explained that the ordinance will allow the City to have better 

control over what is in the public right of way.

Councilmember Wilkinson asked if this new ordinance would affect what was done in 

the past.  Director of Public Works, Frank Martin explained that the ordinance only 

effects the requirements for the right of way going forward.

Councilmember Tim Gould made a motion to approve Ordinance 2019-14 to Amend the 

City of Smyrna's Code of Ordinances Chapter 90, Article I, In General, Section 90-04:  

Private Utilities within the Public Right Of Way.  Councilmember Maryline Blackburn 

seconded the motion.

The motion to approve was carried by the following vote:

Aye: Councilmember Blackburn, Councilmember Blustein, Councilmember 

Wilkinson, Councilmember Gould and Councilmember Fennel

5 - 

Absent: Mayor Bacon and Councilmember Norton2 - 

C. 2019-265 Award RFQ 19-024 Architectural Design Services Community Center 

Phase II to the most responsive and responsible proposer, Foley Design 

(950 Lowery Blvd., NW Suite 21, Atlanta, GA 30318) for $45,000.00 

funded through 2019 CDBG and authorize the Mayor to execute any 

related documents.

Sponsors: Wilkinson

Ms. Wilkinson explained that the agenda item will be tabled until the August 19, 2019 

meeting in order that more information be gathered on the topic.

Councilmember Susan Wilkinson made a motion to table the award of RFQ 19-024 

Architectural Design Services Community Center Phase II to the most responsive and 

responsible proposer, Foley Design (950 Lowery Blvd., NW Suite 21, Atlanta, GA 

30318) for $45,000.00 funded through 2019 CDBG and authorize the Mayor to execute 

any related documents to the August 19, 2019 Mayor and Council meeting.  

Councilmember Maryline Blackburn seconded the motion.

The motion to table was carried by the following vote:

Aye: Councilmember Blackburn, Councilmember Blustein, Councilmember 

Wilkinson, Councilmember Gould and Councilmember Fennel

5 - 

Absent: Mayor Bacon and Councilmember Norton2 - 

D. RES2019-04 Approval of a Resolution creating a Census 2020 Complete Count 

Committee to plan and conduct local educational initiatives, publicity, and 

promotional activities to increase community awareness and 

participation in the 2020 Census.

Sponsors: Fennel

Mr. Fennel mentioned that the opportunity to gather a population count comes once 

every ten years and the purpose of forming the committee is to make sure that 

everyone is counted.

Councilmember Ron Fennel made a motion to approve a Resolution creating a Census 

2020 Complete Count Committee to plan and conduct local educational initiatives, 

publicity, and promotional activities to increase community awareness and 
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participation in the 2020 Census.  Councilmember Tim Gould seconded the motion.

The motion to approve was carried by the following vote:

Aye: Councilmember Blackburn, Councilmember Blustein, Councilmember 

Wilkinson, Councilmember Gould and Councilmember Fennel

5 - 

Absent: Mayor Bacon and Councilmember Norton2 - 

E. 2019-264 Abandon an alleyway behind 1529 and 1539 Roswell Street and 

authorize the Mayor to execute all necessary documents to convey the 

alleyway to the adjacent property owners at such address.

Sponsors: Blackburn

Ms. Blackburn announced that Council agreed to table this item to the August 19, 

2019 pending additional information.

Councilmember Maryline Blackburn made a motion to table abandoning an alleyway 

behind 1529 and 1539 Roswell Street and authorize the Mayor to execute all 

necessary documents to convey the alleyway to the adjacent property owners at such 

address to the August 19, 2019 Mayor and Council meeting.  Councilmember Andrea 

Blustein seconded the motion.

The motion to table was carried by the following vote:

Aye: Councilmember Blackburn, Councilmember Blustein, Councilmember 

Wilkinson, Councilmember Gould and Councilmember Fennel

5 - 

Absent: Mayor Bacon and Councilmember Norton2 - 

F. 2019-266 Authorize the acquisition of real property, by all lawful means, for 

improvements to Windy Hill Road. This authorization includes adopting a 

Resolution and Declaration of Taking for each parcel.  

A portion of 1047 Windy Hill Rd (Parcel 5), 1055 Windy Hill Rd (Parcel 4), 

1075 Windy Hill Rd (Parcel 3) and the entirety of 997 Windy Hill Rd 

(Parcel 10) 

Sponsors: Fennel

City Administrator Tammi Saddler Jones provided the background information on this 

agenda item.  This was a request for authorization of the acquisition of real property, 

by all lawful means, for improvements to the Windy Hill Blvd Project. The authorization 

included adopting a Resolution and Declaration of Taking, if necessary, for parcels 

that are not purchased through negotiated sale. The property is situated adjacent to 

the existing right of way and within an area stretching from the intersection with Atlanta 

Road to the intersection with South Cobb Drive. The addresses are as follows: A 

portion of 1047 Windy Hill Rd (Parcel 5), 1055 Windy Hill Rd (Parcel 4), 1075 Windy 

Hill Rd (Parcel 3) and the entirety of 997 Windy Hill Rd (Parcel 10). Staff recommended 

approval. 

Councilmember Fennel stated that this is a continuation of a project and that this 

phase of the project is nearing completion.

Councilmember Ron Fennel made a motion to approve and authorize the acquisition of 

real property, by all lawful means, for improvements to Windy Hill Road. This 

authorization includes adopting a Resolution and Declaration of Taking for each parcel.  
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A portion of 1047 Windy Hill Rd (Parcel 5), 1055 Windy Hill Rd (Parcel 4), 1075 Windy 

Hill Rd (Parcel 3) and the entirety of 997 Windy Hill Rd (Parcel 10).  Councilmember 

Tim Gould seconded the motion to approve.

The motion to approve was carried by the following vote:

Aye: Councilmember Blackburn, Councilmember Blustein, Councilmember 

Gould and Councilmember Fennel

4 - 

Nay: Councilmember Wilkinson1 - 

Absent: Mayor Bacon and Councilmember Norton2 - 

Commercial Building Permits:7.

There were no commercial building permits.

Consent Agenda:8.

Ms. Saddler Jones read aloud the consent agenda for Council’s approval.

Councilmember Tim Gould made a motion to approve the consent agenda as read 

aloud by City Administrator Tammi Saddler Jones.  Councilmember Ron Fennel 

seconded the motion to approve.

The motion to approve was carried by the following vote:

Aye: Councilmember Blackburn, Councilmember Blustein, Councilmember 

Gould and Councilmember Fennel

4 - 

Nay: Councilmember Wilkinson1 - 

Absent: Mayor Bacon and Councilmember Norton2 - 

A. 2019-261 Approval of the July 15, 2019 Mayor and Council Meeting minutes.

B. 2019-262 Approval of the July 15, 2019 Pre-Council Meeting minutes.

C. 2019-244 Approval of the July 11, 2019 Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes

D. 2019-257 Budget Amendment to move previously budgeted funds from Community 

Development to Economic Development effective July 1, 2019.

Sponsors: Fennel

E. 2019-260 Approval for the City to lease 53 parking spaces to Campbell High 

School on Belmont Blvd at Ward Street August 1, 2019 - May 20, 2020 

and authorize the Mayor to execute any related documents.

Sponsors: Gould

F. 2019-247 Approval to use Council Chambers for Vinings Forest HOA Meeting, 

Wednesday, August 14, 2019 from 6:30pm - 9:00pm.

Sponsors: Gould
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Committee Reports:9.

Councilmember Fennel reiterated the positive news about the millage rate.  He 

recognized the loss of former Police Chief Stan Hook who was also a Ward 7 resident.  

Mr. Fennel apologized for not being able to make it to the City Birthday celebration but 

was glad to hear so much positive feedback from residents.

Councilmember Gould thanked staff for their hard work on the recent Birthday 

celebration and was glad to see so many in attendance.  He felt that it was great news 

about the Mayor being proactive and forming the Joint Force Committee and thanked 

Fire Chief Acree for sharing the information.  

Councilmember Wilkinson had a wonderful time at the Birthday celebration.  She 

thanked staff for their hard work on the event including Parks and Rec, Public Works, 

and Community Relations Departments.  

Councilmember Blackburn offered congratulations to Mr. Nathan Lugo.  She said that 

the Birthday celebration was phenomenal, and she was proud of the City for coming 

together.  Her condolences went out to the Williams Park Community who recently lost 

a long time resident, Mr. Leon McElveen.  Ms. Blackburn emphasized how important it 

was that everyone get involved in the 2020 Census and invited people to use 

#smyrnacounts whenever possible.  To conclude her report, she thanked Chief Acree 

for the update and the Mayor for putting together the Joint Task Force and emphasized 

the importance of making sure that the lines of communication are open.

Councilmember Blustein commented on the loss of former Police Chief Hook.  She 

had a great time at the Birthday celebration and reminded everyone to come out next 

year.

Councilmember Welch reiterated that Stan Hook was a great Police Chief.

City Administrator Tammi Saddler Jones offered condolences to IT Director Chris 

Addicks who recently lost his mother and asked that everyone keep the family in their 

thoughts and prayers.

Assistant City Administrator Scott Andrews talked about the upcoming Smyrna Day at 

Sun Trust Park where the City will partner with the Atlanta Braves on Wednesday, 

August 21, 2019 for the game against the Marlins.  

City Clerk Terri Graham spoke about upcoming qualifying dates and times.  The 

Municipal Qualifying period this year - determined by O.C.G.A. 21-2-132 - takes place 

between Monday, August 19, 2019 and Friday, August 23, 2019 (Within that week, a 

municipality must designate no less than three consecutive days in which to conduct 

qualifying.)  

Qualifying fees were set at the January 7, 2019 City Council Meeting and are as 

follows:

Qualifying Fee for Mayor $756.00

Qualifying Fee for Council Member Wards 1 - 7    $567.00

Qualifying will be held in the Human Resources Training Room on the first floor of 

Smyrna City Hall (2800 King Street, Smyrna Ga 30080) as follows:
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Tuesday, August 20th, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday, August 21st 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. and

Thursday, August 22, 2019 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.,

Each day the qualifying process will close for lunch from 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM.

Show Cause Hearings:10.

There were no show cause hearings.

Citizen Input:11.

Councilmember Fennel announced that he will not seek re-election in order to spend 

more time with his family.  He thanked Mayor, Council, and his constituents for their 

support and noted that it has been an honor to serve.  He intends to say more about 

his time with the City at a later date but wanted to make the announcement so that 

others would consider coming forward and qualifying to run for Ward 7 representative.

Adjournment:12.

Councilmember Welch adjourned the August 5, 2019 Mayor and Council meeting at 

7:42 PM.
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