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TONIGHT’S AGENDA
• Overview of draft 10-Year Update of the City’s 

Comprehensive Plan Report

• Transmittal and Review Process

• Following Council approval, the draft plan will 
be transmitted to ARC for regional and state 
review 

• The plan can not be adopted by Council until 
ARC and DCA find that it is in compliance with 
state guidelines

• Review period open until October

• This is still a draft document and changes can 
be made up until adoption 
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GUIDE SMYRNA: THE BASICS
• 10-Year Update of the City’s Comprehensive Plan

• Update required by DCA to maintain eligibility for selected state funding and 
permitting programs

• Key aspects of planning process include:

• Plan elements: Focus on future land use 
but also address transportation, housing, 
and economic development

• Build upon the overall vision set by the 
2014 Smyrna Strategic Vision Plan as well as 
land use policy established in Comprehensive 
Plan 2030

• Incorporate other related efforts: Spring 
Road LCI, South Cobb Drive Study, Cobb 
County Comprehensive Transportation,  . . .
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GUIDED BY COMMUNITY DIALOGUES



PROCESS
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• Steering Committee

• Stakeholder interviews 

• Two public workshops 

• Online community survey

• Jonquil Festival Booth, April 29-30th

• Open House, June 8th

• Pre-transmittal hearing with the 

Planning & Zoning Board, July 10th

• Upcoming Hearings

• Pre-transmittal hearing, July 17th

• Adoption Hearing with Mayor and City 

Council – Monday, October 2nd
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MAIN REPORT

TECHNICAL 

ADDENDUM

PLAN FRAMEWORK

Vision Statement

Goals and Policies

Future Land Use

Needs & 

Opportunities, 

prioritized for 

next 5 years

2018-2022 

Community Work 

Program



PRIORITY NEEDS AND OPPORTUNITIES
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LAND USE

LU1. Target public investment and encourage private investment in key nodes and 

corridors 

LU2.  Increase adaptability of development regulations 

LU3.  Ensure infill development is compatible with its context

LU4.  Maintain high design standards

TRANSPORTATION
T1.     Enhance and expand transit service 

T2.    Reduce congestion on major roads

T3.    Expand the bike/pedestrian network

HOUSING

H1.   Continue to encourage the creation of diverse housing choices

H2.   Encourage home ownership and neighborhood stability

H3.   Continue to enhance quality of life in neighborhoods

H4.   Facilitate context appropriate housing densities

ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT

ED1.  Reduce commercial vacancies

ED2. Expand retail in activity centers and priority redevelopment areas

ED3. Leverage Braves stadium for restaurant and hospitality industries, as well as 

professional services.

ED4. Support and/or accelerate entrepreneurship

ED5. Retain Existing businesses

PUBLIC SERVICES AND 

QUALITY OF LIFE

Q1.   Support school quality excellence

Q2.  Provide additional parks and greenspace

Q3.  Cultivate public art and culture

Q4. Develop strategic approach to annexations



VISION STATEMENT

Smyrna will emerge as a 

regional destination known for its 

sense of community, ease of access 

and connectivity, signature spaces 

and art, entrepreneurial spirit 

embodied in unique local businesses, 

and its diversity of distinct and 

welcoming neighborhoods.
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Translating the Strategic Vision Plan into the language of place:

“
“
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TOOLS TO IMPLEMENT THE VISION

2040 Future Land Use MapPolicy Map

• Policy Map

• Area-wide policies

• Capital investments

• Annexation

• Future Land Use Map

• Parcel-specific land use

• Community Work Program

• General Policies

• Short-Term Work 

Program
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TOOLS TO IMPLEMENT THE VISION

2040 Future Land Use Map

Character Area Narratives



COMMUNITY WORK PROGRAM
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• Includes policies and action items 

to address the identified Priority 

Needs and Opportunities

• Action items incorporate ongoing 

efforts to implement the Strategic 

Vision Plan and other studies such 

the Spring Road LCI, and South 

Cobb Drive Study

• Includes capital projects from the 

recently approved  2018 City 

Budget that address the priority 

needs and opportunities



COMMUNITY WORK PROGRAM
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Key recommendations include:

• Update the City’s Zoning Ordinance

• Conduct a Study of Infill Development 

Guidelines

• Identify declining neighborhoods through 

planning studies and target these areas for 

revitalization efforts

• Conduct Annexation Study to refine the City’s 

Annexation Policy

• Undertake City Transit Feasibility Study

• Implement and Update Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan



TECHNICAL ADDENDUM

• Provides supporting material for the 

2040 Comprehensive Plan

• Includes key information that informed 

the development of the plan and that is 

required under State guidelines

• Record of Accomplishments

• Baseline Conditions Report

• Community Engagement 

documentation

• Definitions
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HOW TO STAY INVOLVED
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www.guidesmyrna.com

guidesmyrna@gmail.com

Rusty Martin, Senior Planner

City of Smyrna

rgmartin@smyrnaga.gov

Jim Summerbell

Jacobs

jim.summerbell@jacobs.com


